
CHART

03
DOES EXEMPTION 45 CFR 46.104(d)(1)
FOR EDUCATIONAL PRACTICES APPLY?

NOTE: This chart is consistent with the 2018 Requirements (i.e., the revised Common Rule)  For use after January 20, 2019

TO BE EXEMPT, NO NONEXEMPT ACTIVITIES CAN BE INVOLVED. RESEARCH THAT INCLUDES BOTH EXEMPT AND NONEXEMPT 
ACTIVITIES IS NOT EXEMPT. RESEARCH MAY INVOLVE ACTIVITIES EXEMPT UNDER MORE THAN ONE EXEMPTION CATEGORY.

Start
Here

Is the research conducted in established or 
commonly accepted educational settings? 

No
Research is not exempt under 

45 CFR 46.104(d)(1) exemption.
Go to the other exemption decision 

charts to see if any other 
exemptions apply.

Yes

Does the research specifically involve normal 
education practices not likely to adversely 

impact students’ opportunity to learn 
required educational content or assessment 
of educators who provide instruction? This 

includes most research on regular and 
special education instructional strategies, 

instructional techniques, curricula, or 
classroom management methods.

No

Yes

Research may be exempt
under 45 CFR 46.104(d)(1).




